
 

BINDING STUDY ADVICE 

Each academic year, you can earn a maximum of 60 credits. In the first year of your programme, you will receive a binding 

study advice (BSA) based on the number of credits you have obtained. The BSA standard may differ per programme. At 

ESSB, you must obtain all 60 credits to meet the BSA requirements*. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September: Start of the programme

January + May: preliminary binding 
study advice

Positive: The student is on track to 
receive a positive binding study advice 
at the end of the year, allowing them 
to continue their programme. 

The advice to the student is to 
continue in the same manner.

Negative: If the student continues in 
the same way, the first year will not 
be successfully completed, and a 
negative binding study advice (BSA) 
will be issued in July. 

The advice to the student is to 
critically evaluate their study 
approach or reconsider their choice of 
programme.

Option: Withdraw from the 
programme before February 1st. In 
that case, you will not receive a BSA 
in July and may restart the 
programme in September.

July: final binding study advice

Positive final advice: sufficient study 
credits earned, and the student may 
continue the programme.

Negative final advice: Insufficient study 
credits have been earned, so the student 
may not continue in the programme. The 
student is not allowed to enroll in this 
program for three years. 

There is an option to appeal this 
decision, after which a meeting will take 
place in August.

Deferred advice: The student has not 
earned enough study credits, partly due 
to personal circumstances that may have 
affected their academic performance. 
Contact has been made with the study 
advisor regarding this. Based on the 
submitted appeal and the subsequent 
meeting, the student may continue their 
studies, but must have earned all 60 
credits from the first year by the end of 
the second year. A final study advice 
will then be issued.

Negative 

final advice.

In case of personal 

circumstances, contact the study 

advisor early! 



 
 

* To receive a positive BSA, according article 7.4 in the Education and Examination Regulations (EER), you must meet the following 

requirements: 

Psychology: 

> The student has obtained an average grade of 6.0 for all courses, with a maximum of two final grades between 5.0 up until and including 5.4, 
and no final grades below 5.0; and 

> has completed test subject hours 

  

Pedagogical Sciences: 

> The student has completed each component with a minimal final grade of 5.5. 

  

Public Administration, MISOC, and Sociology: 

> The student must have obtained a minimum average final grade of 6.0 for all courses, with a maximum of two final grades between 5.0 up 
until and including 5.4, and no final grades below 5.0. 

  

Note! Partial grades must be at least a 4.5 to receive a valid final grade (see article 15 in the Rules and Regulations). 

 

https://my.eur.nl/en/essb/education-and-examination-regulations-rules-and-regulations
https://my.eur.nl/en/essb/education-and-examination-regulations-rules-and-regulations

