


What is Mind in Society?

Mind in Society explores societal challenges through social
cognition, addressing issues like misinformation and
stereotypes. Students actively craft solutions, fostering
critical thinking, collaboration, and communication skills.
By combining theory and application, the course
empowers students to shape society, emphasizing
research, ethical considerations, and teamwork for
tackling contemporary issues effectively.



What is Mind in Society?

* A4 week impact driven elective for bachelor psychology students
in year 3

 As part of the CLI fellowship we monitored the development of
the students during the course. Our goals was to measure
differences in the following:

o Inner compass: internal guide, shaped by someone’s values and purpose,
that helps them make authentic and meaningful decisions

o Collaborative skills

o Critical thinking

o Long term orientation/future perspective

o Sense making: seeking patterns, structuring skills



Measurements
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| have applied skills | already have - matrix
guestion

A little bit mNotatall  mA little bit

es A lot JSeveral times A lot






| have applied newly learned skills - matrix
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What is your style of working together with
peers?

* Not really a difference in
mean and median

 Little bit of a different
distribution, more answers
in the middle

eople with different views than me 2
//// just like me /6 "









[t is easy for me to work together with peers







Guestlectures - matrix questions
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Which skills do you think you will apply the most
during this elective? - multiple answers possible

m Before
m After

i
2
i
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What skills do you
wish to learn during
this elective that
you think you will
apply during your
future career?

Open mindedness
Being outspoken

Changing the world
Applying psychology to future career

Criticdl thinking

Applymg psychology to societal problems
Applying views

Social skills | «
Integratlon of perspectives

Recognize Misinformation
Debating Presentation skills
Giving critisism
Recognize bias



What skills have you
learned during this
elective that you
think you will apply
during your future
career?
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Communication s

kills

Critical thinking

Collab oratlon

Cre kam

Intg’ fp p

uet
Questiomng v

blf

English



Describe what your
unique qualities are
and how they
contribute to
functioning well
within a group and
creating the final
product.
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Describe what your
unique qualities are
and how they
contributed to
functioning well
within your group
and creating the
final product.

Summarize,
-~ Empath": Structural
Finding papers

Dedicated

Open to disclission
ttentive . Self-refl

Working together

o Evalua . esponsible
Listening to others
ProblemSolving skills

Communication
Creative Helpful

Insight on the city



Describe what your unique qualities are and how they
contribute to functioning well within a group and

creating the final product.

» Worse: The student demonstrated a decline in
their ability to describe their unique qualities,
as reflected in a lower-quality answer.

* The Same: The student showed no improvement
in describing their unique qualities, but the
quality of their answer did not decline either.

« Better: The student demonstrated improvement
in describing their unique qualities, as shown by
a higher-quality answer.
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Describe your future perspective. Where do you see
yourself in 5 years? And in 10? How do you want to
apply your personal qualities in your future career?
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Measured on Detail and Focus
Detail: More detailed answer,
naming more qualities that
they can apply and going more
in depth on future career

Focus: Answer is focused on a
clear careerpath and a clear
vision of how to apply qualities
to a career in the future
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Conclusion

 Skill Development: The elective helped students acquire new skills and
strengthen existing ones, including critical thinking, sense-making, and
recognizing biases.

» Personal Growth: Students gained deeper insights into their inner
compass and future perspectives. They demonstrated an improved
ability to articulate how they could apply their inner compass and
envision their future.

» Challenges in Group Assignments: The group assignment required more
supervision, resulting in varied outcomes across groups. This impacted
the ability of some students to co-create and communicate effectively,
leading to a decline in collaboration skills.
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