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The Sustainable Development Goals is a 5 year program (2018-2022) that is intended to foster 

connections between ESE researchers and our society.  

  

In the last 3 years ESE researchers have worked on several projects that will help society.  

 

This report captures the updates on these projects. 

 

The projects are arranged in three main topics:  

1) SDG3 – Good Health and well-being 

2) SDG5 – Gender Equality 

3) SDG10 – Reduced Inequalities 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

After their initial meeting in 2019, ESE researchers involved in ESE’s SDG projects met again on June 

30, 2021, this time in an online event.  

 

The event took place under the leadership of Prof. Enrico Pennings, ESE’s Dean of Research, they 

presented their progress to an audience of more than 60 colleagues in two stages: first brief pitches 

of 5 minutes and then more extensive presentations in break-out sessions.  

 

In between those two parts of the event, Jan-Peter Balkenende, professor at EUR, advisor at EY and 

former prime minister, gave a brief speech. He had also participated in the first meeting, and both 

then and now provided an outside-in perspective on the developments in our school. This time he 

emphasized the growing recognition of the SDGs around the world and their increased urgency. In 

particular, he wondered how exactly it will be assessed to what extent the SDGs will be met. Based on 

these questions he suggested two ways for economists to contribute to the SDGs: through 

measurement and (inspiration for) actions. He stressed how those two elements relate to values and 

to what we consider valuable. His speech provided an encouraging background to position the work 

of the other presenters. 

 

Of course, economists are in a good position to measure value, especially those in a school which 

prides itself for its quantitative orientation. More precisely, economists are particularly well placed to 

appreciate how value depends on place and time. Adam Smith already did so in the fourth book of 

“The Wealth of Nations”, by referring to the testimony of John Plano Carpini, a 13th century Franciscan 

monk. Carpini was sent on a mission by the pope to realize peace with Güyük Khan, grandson of 

Dzjengis and the supreme leader of the Mongols. In his book about his mission, Carpini described that 

Güyük was not interested in the pope’s peace offer at all, but used the meeting to pose a number of 

questions about the wealth of the country of residence of the pope, who lived in Lyon at the time. 

According to Smith, Güyük did so primarily to assess if France was “worth the conquering”, but that 

was not why he mentioned it in the “Wealth of Nations”. What mattered to Smith was that the 

Mongols’ questions concerning the wealth of France reflected a perspective that differed significantly 

from the communis opinio in later centuries. According to Smith later interest in foreign lands 

concerned “any gold or silver to be found in the neighbourhood”. Instead the Mongols (or the Tartars 

as Smith called them) at Güyük’s court asked Caprini time and again how many cows lived in France 

and how many horses. “Wealth according to them consisted of cattle” concluded Smith and comparing 

that position to the later one he added: “Of the two the Tartar notion perhaps was the nearest to the 

truth”. Clearly, Adam Smith was not in the “meat is murder” camp. 

 

What questions should we ask ourselves (and others) nowadays to identify if countries are wealthy, 

or like Galbraith to determine if societies are “good”? How many cows live here? How many horses? 

How much gold and how much silver are available in the neighbourhood? Or how much clean water 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and fresh air is available for everyone? How many women can be found in leadership roles? How 

sophisticated are the last mile logistics? How safe are members of the LGBTQ+ community? What is 

the unemployment rate among immigrants? How free is the freedom of religion? What is the drop-

out rate in the secondary school system? How wide is the difference between the number of healthy 

life years enjoyed by the rich and the poor? The SDG projects at ESE suggest a range of relevant 

indicators to redefine “development”, including all of the above.  

 

Secondly, how should we contribute to actions and inspire them? Especially, what do we have to add 

based on our often mentioned but nonetheless still somewhat mythical “Erasmian values”? It may be 

clear enough to ourselves that “Economics is what economists do” but a large part of the world still 

has to come to appreciate that at ESE we do more than teaching people the difference between debit 

and credit and how to buy low and sell high. And how we do it and why. When the Nederlandse 

Handels-Hogeschool, the legal predecessor of ESE, celebrated the opening of its new building (for 

maximum 500 students) in 1916, queen Wilhelmina joined the event to cut the ribbon, courageously 

arriving in an open carriage even though it was early November. On the occasion she proclaimed the 

hope that the new facilities would help to produce men (!) of character like Jan Pieterszoon Coen 

(1587-1629). Coen, tellingly much more a businessman than a scholar, was a clear example of Dutch 

entrepreneurial effort in its Golden Age with all its rich pros and gruesome cons. The attending top-

hatted gentlemen who had founded the school, several of them grown substantially richer than the 

queen herself by exploiting the Dutch position as a neutral trading partner between warring nations, 

probably could not agree more with her choice of a suitable historical example. But nowadays no one 

will use Coen as a source of inspiration for education and research anymore.  

 

“If the facts change, I change my mind. What do you do sir?”, said Keynes. After studying a box of 

secret letters by Isaac Newton, Keynes himself exposed the greatest physicist of all times in 1942 as 

not “the first and greatest of the modern age of scientists, a rationalist” but instead as “the last 

wonder-child to whom the Magi could do sincere and appropriate homage”. Let that be a comfort to 

you whenever you feel you are struggling with the dark mysteries of differential calculus that is 

Newton’s brainchild. In any case, we find ourselves in good company if, with Wilhelmina’s words 

buried under more than a century of new facts, we will pick new role models and redefine our purpose 

in the world accordingly. Who inspires our actions? And how can we inspire others?  

 

The SDG-event did not provide immediate answers to these questions, but the projects confirmed 

that many opportunities exists to trigger concrete improvements to make the world a better place 

based on original economics: in health care, in education, in marketing, in financial services, in 

logistics, in urban development and more. The projects share themes and are connected to other 

activities on campus, such as the Erasmus Initiatives. They inspire new education, such as the Master 

in Economics of Sustainability that will start in 2022. And they are focused on goals that are embraced 

around the world. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In ancient Greece, an oikonomos was someone who knew the rules (nomos) to keep the house (oikos) 

in order. “The house” concerned the immediate family only and Aristotle in particular stressed the 

importance of its self-sufficiency, which tends to lead to rather myopic economics. “The house” has 

become bigger over time, the family more and more extended, the oikonomos more and more a 

dynastic decision maker who needs to include the needs of future generations into the equation. 

During the event the SDG-projects at ESE once again confirmed that transition and the SDGs 

themselves emphasize its importance and its urgency.  

 

The event showed the opportunities that exist for ESE along the SDG-journey that is currently taking 

place. In the words of Adam Smith, has it brought us closer to Truth? The second SDG-event certainly 

has brought us closer to each other in our journey. That is worth a cow or two and, especially in times 

of social distancing, maybe even an extra horse.  

 

This report contains all the slides about the progress in the individual SDG-projects, that were 

presented during the event. They contain contact information per team. We hope the report will be 

informative and stimulating to you all and we thank everyone who contributed to this enjoyable 

meeting.  

 

The organizing team   

 

 



SDG3 – Good Health and well-being 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SDG5 – GENDER EQUALITY 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 



SDG10 – REDUCED INEQUALITIES 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




