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ERASMUS UNIVERSITY ROTTERDAM

Vital Cities
and Citizens

Over half of the world’s population lives in cities. This will
have risen to 66 percent by 2050. Globalisation,
technological change, international migration and
growing inequality are increasing the complexity of the
social structure and cultural makeup of cities worldwide.

By exploring how social changes affect city life, researchers can
help cities to flourish. In this Erasmus Initiative, researchers from
different disciplines work closely together to identify the
conditions for equal opportunities in life, safe living environments

and harmonious co-existence for an increasingly diverse Smart Cities and Communities ¢

population. *
rs *
] L

https://www.eur.nl/en/research/erasmus-initiatives/vital-cities-and-citizens | @VCC_eur
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AND JUST CITIES

. . URBAN ARENAS
FOR SUSTAINABLE AND JUST CITIES

The is one of the main resources
being produced by UrbanA. It is an ongoing, open-ended online
collaborative database and knowledge source. It captures the
learning process of the UrbanA Community of Practice and is an
important part of UrbanA’s knowledge commons. It includes a
database of approaches to just and sustainable cities.

Tom Henfrey

BRUSSELS

UrbanA Community Conversations

HOW TO ADDRESS JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY
TOGETHER IN URBAN GOVERNANCE?

October
2021

TUESDAY 23RD JUNE 2020 |1 15:00-16:30 CEST

S MAPPING DISTILLING
: APPROACHES POLICY
TO URBAN SOLUTIONS FOR
SUSTAINABILITY SUSTAINABLE COVID-19, JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY IN CITIES
AND JUSTICE AND JUST CITIES o ot s i

BCNUE) === O B VouTube

urban-arena.eu | @urban_arena
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DRIFT is a world-leading institute for research on and for
sustainability transitions. We conduct interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary research to better understand and facilitate
new ways of thinking, doing and organizing in contemporary
transitions.

www.drift.eur.nl | @DRIFTeur | transitionsnetwork.org
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Theme #Right2Housing

PUSH - The Film focused on
global housing crisis and the
financialisation of housing
markert.



Erasmus University Rotterdam
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> News overview ) Who are cities for?

Thursday, 29 Oct 2020 Blogpost
Who are cities for?

On the Right to Housing and Sustainable Just Cities Insights from a Movie Night with “PUSH - The Film”

i

FREDRI GERTIEN
.

Access to adequate housing is a basic human right, but a global
increase in housing price is making it difficult for people to live in
cities. In this blog, we share the insights on the global housing
crisis and the right to housing that were learned from the movie
night with “PUSH-The Film".

Globally, the price of housing is increasing at a much higher rate than that of income.

Housing in today's world has become a financial asset rather than a place for people, families, and communities to live together. The resulting
housing crisis is a breach of the basic human right to housing and a threat to just sustainable transitions in cities as it essentially makes living in
a city impossible for many people.

We believe that there is a need to increase awareness of the housing crisis and create knowledge on alternative approaches to tackle it
However, notions of ‘sustainability’, ‘justice’, ‘cities’, ‘transitions’, and ‘right to housing’ are vastly complex and interconnected, and discussions
about these can easily turn into an abstract academic exercise. This is why in June 2020, we organized a screening of “PUSH - The Film * on
the housing crisis, followed by a World Café® group discussion to share knowledge and connect ideas

The movie night ® was the first in a series of online events to engage people with the theme of sustainable and just cities with focus on
tangible urban challenges (e.g. housing, energy, mobility, health). This event focused on the basic human right to housing®, that aims to
provide vulnerable citizens access to adequate, safe, and affordable housing. It was organized by the Vital Cities & Citizens initiative, in
collaboration with the UrbanA @ project on just sustainable cities and the Dutch Research Institute for Transitions®

Housing has become the largest expenditure for many households who now find it difficult to live in cities where they work. However, the
housing crisis affects people differently and disproportionately. For example, certain socio-economic groups are more vulnerable to health
risks during the Covid-19 pandemic than others due to the lack of affordable housing. Leilani Farha ®, the former UN Special Rapporteur for
Right to Housing and Director of The Shift® formulates the urgency of the situation as: “Housing has become the front line defense against
the coronavirus. Home has rarely been more of a life or death situation” OHCHR, 2020%)

Top three insights from the movie night

Below we discuss three main insights that we synthesized from the movie night. Though we are not experts on housing and neither claim to
know the solutions, we share these insights as learned during the event.
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A ) Events ) Events ) Movie Night on #SustainableJustCities: Community stories from around the world with “Tomorrow <)

Tuesday. 1 Dec 2020, 17:30 - Tuesday. 1 Dec 2020. 21:00 Online event

Movie Night on #SustainableJustCities: Community
stories from around the world with “Tomorrow”

AGENDA TIMES ARE CEST/GMT+1)

Assistant professor Flor Avelino
DRIFT®

17:15-17:30 Virtual "walk-in”
Researcher Vaishali Joshi

17:30-18:00 Introduction on Sustainable & Just Cities
Start date Tuesday. 1 Dec 2020, 17:30

18:00-20:00 Watching Documentary (1.5-2 hour movie + 15-30 min break)
End date Tuesday. 1 Dec 2020, 21:00

20:00-21:00 Interactive World Cafe (45-60 min)

Add to calendar
21:00-22:00 Optional drinks and after-talks
: 2L g % 2 ; Cer)

We are excited to invite you to our second “Movie Night on =) )
#SustainableJustCities” with the screening of “Tomorrow #* TOMORROW

documentary showing stories from sustainable communities
across the world. This is organized as part of the_Vital Cities &
Citizens (VCC) initiative of the Erasmus University of Rotterdam, in
collaboration with UrbanA® and DRIFT . Register here? to
participate in the movie night!
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Flow of movie night event

« 17:30-18:00 Introduction on Sustainable & Just Cities
« 18:00-20:15 Watching Documentary (2 hr movie + 15 min break)
« 20:15-21:00 World Café Discussion — 2 rounds in small groups

« 21:00-21:30 Optional drinks and after-talks
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Some basic etiquettes m ﬁ

Press
Mute Camera
spacebar to on

unmute

yourself

« ZOOM name: your name, country

« Mute yourself when you're not speaking

« Plenary: questions & comments in the chat
« Technical question: private chat message to Vaishali Joshi

« |If something goes wrong, try reconnecting + check your email (or

write 1o joshi@essb.eur.nl)

 When taking pictures of other people to share ask permission

« (Video recording of intfroduction presentation)


mailto:joshi@essb.eur.nl

Social media

Twitter:

Tomorrow Film:

« @demain_lefilm

«  @TOMORROWDerFiim
«  @cdion (filmmaker)

Organization of Movie Night

«  @JustSustain (Sustainable and Just Cities)
«  @VCC_eur (Vital Cities & Citizens)
+  @ESSB_Erasmus (Erasmus School of Social and

Behavioural Science)

«  @arena_urban (Urban Arenas for Sustainable

and Just Cities)

«  @DRIFTeur (Dutch Research Institute for

Transitions)
. @FlorAvelino
. @VaishaliJoshi?3

#SustainableJustCities
#Demainlefilm

O © €

m o Q0 o

#H © €

m O Q0 &

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Likes

¥ Pinned Tweet
Sustainable & Just Cities @JustS
Ecological & social challenges

7 Q o & il



Questions for the World Café discussion

 What did you like the most about the movie?2 What could we
learn for #sustainablejustcities?

« What kind of concrete steps towards justice and sustainability are
you engaged in or would you like to engage in?



WORLD CAFE
NOTE TAKING DOCUMENT

Movie Night on #SustainableJustCities: Community stories from
around the world with “Tomorrow”

Instructions World Café

Assign time-keeper and note-taker among yourselves. The person with the shortest hair
takes notes and longest hair checks time, unless someone else volunteers.

Time: 15 minutes for each round

Tugsdayron. December;2020;:17:00:24230/CET/GMT 1 Round 1: What did you like the most about the movie? What could we learn for

#sustainablejustcities?

Round 2: What kind of concrete steps towards justice and sustainability are you

£ engaged in or would you like to engage in?

CESARS 2016 oo sevccnon COICOA FFFY
oyt gl e DOCUMENTARY

UNDER THE MILKY WAY presents

TOMORROW

TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Group 1

Round 1: What did you like the most about the movie? What could we learn for
#sustainablejustcities?

Name of group members:

Organized by: Vital Cities & Citizens (VCC) initiative of the Erasmus University of Rotterdam

Round 2: What kind of concrete steps towards justice and sustainability are you engaged

Collaborators: UrbonA and DRIFT in or would you like to engage in?

Main contacts: Flor Avelino (avelino@drift.eurnl), Vaishali Joshi (ioshi@essb.eurnl) Name of group members:

Location: Online in Zoom and Vimeo



Follow up

« Follow up email with slides & relevant links

 Feedback? Write an email to joshi@essb.eur.nl

« Chat will be saved & shared with you, including Q&A

« World Café discussion: notes in a collaborative Google Doc
* Newsletter(s) Vital Cities & Citizens, DRIFT and/or UrbanA

« We'll write blog & mini-report based on notes, chat & questionnaire



Check-in poll on the way..

Answer the multiple choice questions on the poll on your screen

 From which continent are you joining us right now?
* Where are you currently located? (Multiple ans possible)
e What do you identify as?

e Hand on heart, are you wearing loungewear right now?
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What are sustainable & just cities?

... Cities that (strive to) meet the
following four conditions:

* Improving quality of life & well-being

* Meeting needs of both present & future
generations

* Enabling justice & equity

* Living within ecosystem limits.

Sources: Castan Broto & Westman (2016)
Agyeman et al (2013, 2002)



What is environmental justice?

« Beyond inclusivity, equality & equity

* Distributive justice

(e.g. equitable distribution of material resources & services)

e Procedural justice

(e.g. participatory & democratic decision-making)

 Recognition justice

(e.g. recognizing historical context & culturally inclusive practices)

(many other dimensions)

Justice

Sources: Schlosberg 2013, Kotsila et al. 2020




Types of justice Explanation

Distributive justice The classic liberal foundational concept of justice, which highlights
inequities in the distribution of (material) goods.

Procedural justice A well-established aspect of the social justice concept, which
focuses on who is involved, and how, in decision-making processes
concerned with the use of a society's resources;

Recognition justice A more recent, but well-established, notion of j4 | A ;11415

= \‘\ i ¥ . Barcelona
| v £ J Laboratory for Urban
45 l\ a Environmental Justice
% ' 4' 7% (R and Sustainability
notion that there are many ways that certain ind | of the American

groups can be included or marginalized due to| | | Annals of the American Association of Geographers

ethnicity, race, gender, sexuality). Being able

systemic exclusion, generates recognition justic
Hermeneutical justice  When vulnerable residents are engaged

safe/healthy/welcoming spaces, allowing their e)

to be expressed and accounted for (even i

traditional scientiﬁc, pOliﬁC&', or social Ianguage i g ISSN: 2469-4452 (Print) 2469-4460 (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/raag21
Epistemic justice When local knowledge and perceptions are vi
into account (i.e. of space, local ecology, sog : : : :
Gahors St et hoalt cofferidion. o Expansjlng the Bour]darles of Justice in Qrban
epidemiology). Greening Scholarship: Toward an Emancipatory,
Testimonial justics When past, histarical experiances (of violence, Antisubordination, Intersectional, and Relational
in a specific neighbourhood or place are taken i
Responsibility justice Recognizes and addresses the restrictions of] APProa ch

stewardship” projects, due to their potenti
(economic, cultural, racial, gender) realities. ) .
Imaginary and When new urban imaginaries are erasing v Isabell‘e Anguelpvskl, Anna L_|V|a Brand,]arr!esj. T. Connolly, Est‘eve Cprbera,
historical (in)justice spaces cared for by long-term residents, | Panagiota Kotsila, Justin Steil, Mellssa Garcia-Lamarca, Margarita Trlguero-
invisible past injustices while causing new excly Mas, Helen' Cole, Frangesc Baro,Johannes.Langgmeyer, Carmen Pérez del
Intersectional justice Recognize the multiple (gender, class, ethnicity, Pulgar, Galia Shokry, Filka Sekulova & Lucia Argtielles Ramos
challenges lived and interpreted in space, through time, and while
making sense of place (processes).
Relationality-inspired Spaces of care and connection, with attention to gender-specific
justice social needs, but also different types of connections and care for
nature.

Koftsila et al. 2020, Anguelovski et al. 2020
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How do we study #SustainablelJustCities?

A\

« Power perspective (exclusion, inequality,
oppression, extraction, exploitation etc.)
how these power relations are reproduced/
transformed & how we can empower each
other to contribute to change.

 Transformative perspective:
tfransitions & social innovation

 Translocal perspective:
locally embedded & globally connected




Social innovation
set of ideas, objects and/or activities that involve...

-~ .
» New Doing
technologies

/ change in
social
relations

knowledge AN
organisation
governance

visions & images

Organisin

Chilvers & Longhurst 2016
Haxeltine et al. 2017
Avelino et al. 2019

Pel et al. 2020

Wittmayer et al. 2020



transformative innovation

Photo by Zbynek Burival on Unsplash

community

The Great Depression
of the XXI Century

innovations are
transformative to the
extent that they

* challenge

* alter ~ R AN ‘[._ ;
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Prefigurative social movement

o Class-based movements
19™ century

* New social movements 60s
& 70s

« Alter-globalization
90s-early 2000s

 New wave of prefigurative
social movements

tripleC 16(2): 501-517, 2018

http: _triple-c. -
ttp:/ /www triple-c.at trlple 1

Embodying Alternatives to Capitalism in the 21st Century

Lara Monticelli

Independent researcher, monticelli.lara@gmail.com

Abstract: The goal of this article is twofold. First, to illustrate how in the last decade a growing
number of critical and Marxist thinkers committed to discussing and developing theories of
change have started to broaden their focus by including social movements and grassroots
initiatives that are “interstitial”, i.e. initiatives that are developing within capitalism and are striv-
ing to prefigure a post-capitalist society in the here and now without engaging in contentious,
violent and revolutionary actions and activities. To achieve this, | mainly focus on the work of
four authors: Erik Olin Wright, John Holloway, Ana C. Dinerstein, and Luke Martell. The second
goal of this article is to understand why these interstitial movements are getting so much at-
tention from critical scholars and to argue that the time is ripe for establishing a theory of (and
for) prefigurative social movements. The article closes with some brief reflections on the future
of radical thinking that includes an invitation, directed mostly at the young generation of critical
and Marxist scholars, to begin a dialogue with theories of change developed within other dis-
ciplines, to engage with activists, and to experiment with participatory methods and techniques.

Keywords: Karl Marx, bicentenary, 200th anniversary, capitalism, crisis, utopia, prefigurative
social movements




Prefiguration

@FlorAvelino

Prefiguration: “live and strive to reproduce in the present the kind
of society we envision for the future” (Monticelli, 2018: 509-510)

...""embody their ultimate goals and their vision of a future
society through their ongoing social practices, social relations,
decision-making philosophy and culture” (ibid: 509)

“not only opposing capitalism but also prefiguring post-capitalist
societies. These movements are re-thinking and re-politicising
conventional modes of production, consumption and living by
defending, restoring and creating spaces of resistance and
experimentation” (ibid:515)
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Translocal Empowerment
locally embedded as well as globally connected

MAP THEBOOK ABOUT SUMMITSZ018 CONTACT 1STSUMMIT2017

Slow Food worldwide

EUROPEAN ACTION COALITION |
FOR THE RIGHT TO HOUSING AND TO THE CITY

Y Transition e 000
Network. org About the Movement m

Find local activity on the map

Avelino, Dumitru, Cipolla, Kunze & Wittmayer 2020
Loorbach, Wittmayer, Avelino, Wirth and Frantzeskaki 2020




#2 Movie Night on #SustainableJustCities

01 December

UNDER THE MILKY WAY presents

TOMORROW

TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
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Trigger for reflection, dialogue, debate

Questions World Cafeé discussion

What did you like the most about the
movie? What could we learn for
#sustainablejustcitiese

What kind of concrete steps towards
justice and sustainability are you
engaged in on or would you like to
engage in¢







Movie Time -
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Codes for watching the movie

« Screener link: X

« Password: X

(Will be shared in chat shortly)




While watching movie...

« Do not leave the Zoom session while watching > for us to prep for
break-out groups for discussion (you can turn off audio and video)

 You are welcome to talk, comment or discuss on Zoom chat (optional)

e You get a 15 minute break in total (including the time to start the movie)

e Any issues > private chat message to Vaishali Joshi.

 Be ‘back’ in the Zoom session by 20:10 for World Café discussion




While / after watching movie...

Use these hashtags for social media discussion during and/or after the
event (also mentioned in chat)

#SustainableJustCities
#Demainlefilm
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Movie Time -
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Welcome back

by Volodymyr Hryshchenko on Unsplash



https://unsplash.com/@lunarts?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

After movie come back
with silly hat/ ouffit/ mask...
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Next hour and a half

e 20.15-20.50 World café(self-organised break if you need one)

Instructions
Round 1
Round 2

« 20.50-21.00 Closing remarks

« 21.00-21.30 Optional: Aftertalk and drinks
Questions about Vital Cities & Citizens, UrbanA or DRIFT?
More informal after-talk about #sustainablejustcities



Poll on the way..

Answer the question on the

poll on your screen

e Have you participated in

World Cafe before?

Source: World Café Communiy, example of 3 World Café sefting



World cafe

World cafe method is
designed to create @
safe, welcoming
environment in which to
connect multiple ideas
and perspectives on o
topic by engaging
parficipants in several
rounds of small-group
conversation.
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Questions for the World Café discussion

 What did you like the most about the movie?2 What could we
learn for #sustainablejustcities?

« What kind of concrete steps towards justice and sustainability are
you engaged in or would you like to engage in?



Self-organized

e 3 people per group, 2 rounds of 15 minutes (you join two groups)
e Appoint note-taker & fimekeeper in your group.
The person with shortest hair takes notes and longest hair
checks time, unless someone else volunteers.

e Save your notes in this document:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ToMImMVXJFpASKJYie/MeRUpsG-AGHC2fVFd4w7/
59V JHY/edit2usp=sharing

o Find your group number assigned in the document

o ‘“qguestion 1" or “question 2" indicated

o Take notes, summarize main insights/questions/messages
e Informal & ‘light” > HAVE FUN



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bMtmVXJFpASKJYie7MeRUpsG-AGHC9fVFd4w759VJHY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bMtmVXJFpASKJYie7MeRUpsG-AGHC9fVFd4w759VJHY/edit?usp=sharing

Round 1 - 15 minutes

e What did you like the most about the movie?
What could we learn for #sustainablejusicities?



Source: World Café Community,



Round 2 - 15 minutes

 What kind of concrete steps towards justice and
sustainability are you engaged in or would like to
engage in?
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Optional drinks and after talks

« Questions about Vital Cities & Citizens, UrbanA or DRIFT?

« More informal after-talk about #sustainablejustcities

« Chatremains open until 21:30 to add questions or comments



Reminder: Follow up

« Follow up email with slides & relevant links

« Feedback? Write an email to joshi@essb.eur.nl

« Relevant chat info will be saved & shared with you

« World Café discussion: notes in a collaborative Google Doc
* Newsletter(s) Vital Cities & Citizens, DRIFT and/or UrbanA

« We'll write blog/ mini-report about the event incl. insights from notes



o & Es;.:gnable&Just Cities
Social media °
4
Twitter: #SustainableJustCities =
Tomorrow Film: #VCCMovieNight 2
* @demainlefim #Demainlefilm -
«  @TOMORROWDerFiIm . 2
. @cdion (filmmaker) #Tomorrowderfilm

©
0 0 0 . ¥ Pinned Twee
Orgdnlzailon of Movie nght a Zus!:nabI:&Jun Cities @JustSustain - Nov 25

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Likes

@VCC_eur (Vital Cities & Citizens)
@JustSustain (Sustainable and Just Cities)
@ESSB_Erasmus (Erasmus School of Social
and Behavioural Science)
@arena_urban (Urban Arenas for
Sustainable and Just Cities)

@DRIFTeur (Dutch Research Institute for
Transitions)

@°FlorAvelino : )
@VaishaliJoshi93 oo e




Check-out poll on the way...

Answer the question in Mentimeter

* How would you describe your experience of this movie night in one

worde

Join using either this link hifps://www.menti.com/1ykéazafpf (in chat)
OR go to www.menti.com and use code 5131705



https://www.menti.com/1yk6gzgfpf
http://www.menti.com

The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to
hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same
time, and still retain the ability to function. One

should, for example, be able to see that things are

hopeless and yet be determined to make them
otherwise.

(F. Scott Fitzgerald)




Optional drinks and after talks

« Questions about Vital Cities & Citizens, UrbanA or DRIFT?

« More informal after-talk about #sustainablejustcities

« Chatremains open until 21:30 to add questions or comments



Movie Night on #SustainableJustCities: Community stories
from around the world with “Tomorrow"” 01 December |17:30-21:00
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