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By Frans-Willem Korsten 

A Dutch Republican Baroque 
Theatricality, Dramatization, Moment and 

Event 

In the Dutch Republic, in its Baroque forms of art, two 

aesthetic formal modes, theatre and drama, were 

dynamically related to two political concepts, event and 

moment. The Dutch version of the Baroque is 

characterised by a fascination with this world regarded 

as one possibility out of a plurality of potential worlds. It 

is this fascination that explains the coincidence in the 

Dutch Republic, strange at first sight, of Baroque 

exuberance, irregularity, paradox, and vertigo with 

scientific rigor, regularity, mathematical logic, and 

rational distance. In giving a new historical perspective 

on the Baroque as a specifically Dutch republican one, 

this study also offers a new and systematic approach 

towards the interactions among the notions of 

theatricality, dramatisation, moment, and event: 

concepts that are currently at the centre of 

philosophical and political debates but the modern 

articulation of which can best be considered in the 

explorations of history and world in the Dutch Republic. 

 

"This is an original and innovative book that will take the 
study of Dutch culture to a different level. It is an 

excellent example of the relevance of analysing early 
modern literature and the visual arts through the lens of 

20th century philosophy all the while remaining 
historically rooted."  

 Hanneke Grootenboer, professor of the History of Art, University of 

Oxford 

“The publication of Korsten's book is a true event in its 
own right. A Dutch Republican Baroque urges us to 

rethink some of the more comforting myths about our 
'golden' seventeenth century. The book will get on the 
nerves and under the skin of many of its readers: I take 

that as a sign of its unquestionable quality.” 

 Jürgen Pieters, professor  of Literature, Ghent University 
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Frans-Willem Korsten holds the Literature and 

Society chair at the Erasmus School of 
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Film and Literary Studies at the Leiden 
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Available to order through your local bookseller 

or on www.aup.nl and within North America via 

the University of Chicago Press 

www.press.uchicago.edu. 

 

 

 

 


